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Good news!
Our club’s honorary
member, Tan Sri Datuk
Robert Phang has
kindly arranged for a
donation of some
money  to the club for
our Medical Fund.  I
will be receiving a
mock cheque from the
Federation of Malaysia
Peng Clan Association
on the 1st of August
2010 at its inaugural dinner.

This has been a week of attending installations.
I learnt that every club does it differently !!!. But it
is always a happy occasion.

There is one club – where three quarters of the
board were Sikhs and I suspect that the only

reason there was a Chinese on
the board was because his name
was “Ong“! .

Our sister club, the Rotary Club
of Tebrau’s installation is on the
14th of August 2010.  Please do
let me know if anyone of you will
be joining me for this event.

Last week, we had an interesting
talk by Thomas Brandt on green
technologies. This week  our
speaker is Irene Foo and her
subject is on weight
management. This is added

knowledge we all need I am sure.

Happy Weight Managing and have a good week.

Shanti Yanasakaran
President

TAN SRI ROBERT
DONATES TO CLUB

Honorary Members
Tan Sri Datuk Robert Phang ● Dato’ Michael Yam

Thomas Brandt
Green Technologies
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TODAY’S PROGRAMME

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
IRENE FOO

&
FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

DUTY ROSTER
 Raffle:      Lai
 Introduce Speaker:  Leslie
 Thank Speaker:   Lynn
 Fine Master:    Melissa
 Rotary Information:  Mike

CLUB DIARY
31 July  Deadline for submission of Semi-Annual
   Report

1 Aug  District TRF Seminar

   Peng Clan Association Dinner

4 Aug  Board of Directors Meeting, 7.00pm
   Host - Tina, Venue - Tina’s House

5 Aug  Weekly Meeting:
   Smart Reader - Mr Raj

   Committee Meetings:
   Club Administration, Membership & PR

6-8 Aug Assistant Governors’ Training Seminar
   Phuket

12 Aug  Weekly Meeting
   Membership Development
   PDG Dato’ Dr Low Teong

MEETING ON
22 JULY 2010

What will we do when the
oil runs out?  That’s the
question we need to ask

now, says our speaker last week,
Mr Thomas Brandt.

Mr Brandt is the general manager of the Malaysian
German Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  He
also sits on an EU committee on renewal energy.  His
talk, “Green Technologies”, explored the avenues for
renewable energy open to us, especially solar ener-
gy.  Mr Brandt informed us that in Norway, only 6% of
oil revenue is used in the government budget.  The
balance is deposited in a “future fund”, for the benefit
of future generations.  In Malaysia, by comparison,
about 40% of our annual budget comes from oil and
gas.

The most important and interesting aspect of the talk
was Mr Brandt’s explanation of how the “feed in tariff”
system works in Germany.  Basically, individual hom-
eowners can generate electricity from solar panels,
and the surplus over and above their individual re-
quirements, are sold back to the national grid.  In this
way, the cost of putting in the solar panels are recov-
ered within a few years, and most importantly, the
energy is green.  Malaysia may also be mulling over
such a system, it seems.

Mr Brandt is a man of many talents because he is
also an authority on Chinese history, having written
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BIRTHDAYS & WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays:     30 July  Daniel
        2 Aug  Edward

Wedding Anniversaries:  None
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several books, and we hope to invite him back later in
the year to give a talk on this subject.

Leslie introduced the speaker and Josephine pre-
sented him with a memento later on.  Thomas stayed
on after the meeting to talk to some of the members,
presumably about Chinese history.

Shanti reminded us there would be a group intercity
meeting on 1 September, and a club from Sri Lanka
will be visiting us in October.  David is liaising with the
Sri Lankan Rotarians.

We were pleased to welcome some guests, Elbert
and wife, guests of Tina, and Sharm and Sanjeev,
guests of Leslie.

We wished Chow a happy birthday.  Many thanks to
Khoo for arranging for the birthday cake.  Khoo was
also finemaster and everyone paid up but I cannot
remember what for.

Alex kindly obliged to sell the raffle tickets again this
week, and our winner was Thillai who received 10
lottery tickets.  Unfortunately, we cannot congratulate
him for winning the jackpot.  Try again next week.

Alex was a busy man because he also read out a bit
of Rotary information, telling us about how women
were first admitted into Rotary only in 1989.  In our
district, about 14% of Rotarians are women.
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THE 4-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and
 BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
 concerned?

TINA HAS DINNER WITH
SPONSORS

Dear Board Members

Just to keep you updated. We entertained Tan Sri
Robert Phang and CIMB to a nice dinner. We
presented to them the projects for the Rotary term
2011/12 using the SMART board technology we want
to introduce to our projects.

I think the evening went well as they now know we
have longer term projects in mind. They were clearly
excited at the prospect of working with us. They will
get back to us to consider which ones they want to
take up.

We managed to secure a year’s tuition fees for SMK
Kelana Jaya for English language. They are also keen
at funding another FOC but I think that will probably
need some thought.

Shanti is keen to get the English language programme
going for SMK Kelana Jaya and I will do some
preliminary info gathering so the Director for New
Generations and/or Vocational Service can lead it.

On another note, we have the MD of Eco Nature came
to the meeting yesterday and he will be writing a short
summary of his company's mission in our newsletter.
His company is involved in agriculture and wants to
do a number of things and will fund it!

Ciao ciao for now.

Best regards, Tina

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME

For  Cameron Wilson,  the
Ottawa Rotary Home has be-
come a second home. Wil-

son, 20, has cerebral palsy; he’s
also blind, developmentally de-
layed, and uses a wheelchair.
He first stayed at the home when he was four years
old. His mother, Joan, cheerfully describes her daily
routine: cutting up his food, changing his diapers, and
checking on him in the middle of the night.
Rotarians in Ottawa opened the home in 1982 to
provide overnight relief to families whose children
have severe physical disabilities or other complex
medical conditions. “You have to look after the care-
givers,” says Patricia Boomer, a member of the Rota-
ry Club of Ottawa and past chair of the home’s board
of directors. “They need a break sometimes. They
need support. It doesn’t mean they want to give up
their child.”
Joan credits the home with providing a sense of
balance between Cameron’s needs and the rest of
the family’s. “If it hadn’t been for Ottawa Rotary
Home, I don’t know how healthy our family would be,”
she says. “The home has alleviated an incredible
amount of stress in our lives and for other families as
well.”
Since 1922, the Ottawa club has focused on helping
children with disabilities, supporting a local summer
camp and Easter Seals over the years.  The home
opened with 8 beds, later expanding to 12 and quickly

becoming a model for respite care. In 2007, the
Ottawa Rotary Home Foundation launched a capital
campaign to build a larger facility. Over 18 months, it
raised $2.3 million from 11 Rotary clubs in eastern
Ontario, individual Rotarians, families who use the
home, and other donors. With additional funding from
several major donors and the government, along with
a land donation of 5 acres by a Rotarian, the $6.5
million project opened in February 2009.


