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B E Y O N D
L o o k   B e y o n d   Y o u r s e l f

DOLPHINS AND LONG-LOST
NIECES SIGHTED!

We learnt from
our guest
speaker, at our

meeting last week, that
there were dolphins in
Malaysian waters!!!

I remember travelling to India on
a ship called the SS Rajula. I
have seen many dolphins
swimming along side the ship. I
used to be so amazed and stayed
on deck as long as I could
watching them.

Louisa Ponnampalam - the speaker - I found out,
is a niece I had never met before. Her father,
Lesley Ponnampalam, has since called and we

are getting together somewhere
in the near future.

Board members - Please take
note that the Board of Directors’
meeting for June will be held
right after the regular meeting -
this Thursday - 3rd June 2011.

Have a good week ahead.

(Aunty) Shanti Yanasakaran
President
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TODAY’S PROGRAMME

GOOD FATS & BAD FATS
LIM SONG HOK

CLUB DIARY
2 Jun  Board of Directors’ Meeting
   (after Weekly Meeting)

4 Jun  Agong’s Birthday

9 Jun  Weekly Meeting
   Programme: To be announced

   Vocational & Service to NG
   Committee Meetings

   RC of Bangrak Installation

12 Jun  District Team Training Seminar
   D’Villa Ampang

16 Jun  Weekly Meeting &
   Handover Dinner

18 Jun  Peggy Lee’s Inner Wheel Installation

23 Jun  Weekly Meeting
   Club Assembly 4

25 Jun  District Awards Night
   Flamingo Hotel
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
6 Jun  Chung (Josephine’s husband)
8 Jun  Klaus

Anniversaries
None

MEETING ON
26 MAY 2011

MARINE MAMMAL RESEARCH &
CONSERVATION

DR LOUISA PONNAMPALAM

“Are there whales and
dolphins in Malaysia?”
- answer, “Yes”. “Are

whales and dolphins fishes?” -
answer, “No”. These are just some
of the frequently asked questions
when people talk to our guest
speaker, Dr Louisa Ponnampalam,
about the area of her research,
marine mammals research and
conservation.

There are more than eighty species of whales in the
world, including baleen whales and toothed whales.
All dolphins are whales (did you know that?), but not
all whales are dolphins. (Think about it.)

There are many types of dolphins seen in Malaysian
waters, including the Finless Porpoise, Irrawaddy
Dolphin, Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin, Long-
Beaked Common Dolphin, Spinner Dolphin (so called
because they can spin several times in mid-air),
Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin and Bryde’s Whale.
They are found in many parts off the Malaysia coast,
including Penang, Langkawi and other islands.

The Dugong is another family of marine mammals.
They are in fact more closely related to elephants than
whales. They are also highly endangered with perhaps
not many more than 100 still alive today.
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Dr Louisa also told us about some of the threats faced
by marine mammals. Plastic, for example, can cause
death among mammals. It is important to keep track
of marine mammals, because among other reasons,
the number of whales and dolphins in our seas are an
indicator of the health of marine life in general.

Other threats faced by marine mammals are coastal
development, intensive fishing methods, fishing
encroachment into marine parks (facilitated by lack
enforcement of regulations), pollution, and heavy
vessel traffic.

Dr Louisa, who is attached to University Malaya,
carries out research projects in Langkawi and Tioman
islands. She and her team study marine diversity and
the distribution of marine mammals in these areas.
She said members of the public can help by reporting
sightings and strandings. You can find out more on
Facebook - Marine Dolphin Research.

Dr Louisa’s talk was very interesting and she obviously
knew and was passionate about her topic. Members
asked many questions. CS Ong in partcular, felt
vindicated that his sighting of what he thought were
dolphins, was shown to be possible. Before that, he
was told dolphins did not live off the Malaysian coast.

Dr Louisa was assisted by her colleague, Fairul
Azman of the Malaysian Nature Society. She was
introduced by Wong, who was also the person who
had invited her in the first place, and was thanked by
Khoo.

Rotary Information
Jo, who is our incoming International Service Director,
briefed us on the Bangkok Convention in May 2012.
Many of our members have indicated they were
interested to attend. Jo told us how to register for the
convention. She will research into travel and hotels
and give us her recommendations. Leslie and Yuriko
have registered.

The registration fee is only US$160 which is lower
than usual. (I was informed by PDG Arasu this was
because the Thai government has provided a subsidy,
so it is even more worthwhile to go - Leslie)
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THE 4-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and
 BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
 concerned?

BILL GATES:
ERADICATING POLIO
WILL TAKE RENEWED

RESOLVE

Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, praised Rotary for its continued success
in the effort to eradicate polio, but cautioned that
Rotarians will need to redouble their efforts to keep
the disease from spreading -- and threatening
hundreds of thousands of children.  Gates, the keynote
speaker at the third plenary session of the 2011 RI
Convention, 24 May in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA,
said that because of Rotary, there are many places in
the world where polio is no longer considered a threat.

“That’s a blessing and a curse,” said Gates. “The
blessing is that in many places, polio is a disease of
the past. The curse is that it is now harder for us to
raise awareness that, in some places, polio is also a
disease of the present. If we fail to help leaders around
the world understand this, polio is certain to be a
disease of the future.”

Gates praised Rotary for reducing the incidence of
polio by more than 99 percent worldwide since 1988.

“Your work has brought us so far,” he said. “I’m so
proud to be a partner in the work that Rotary has been
doing to eradicate polio.”

Gates noted that only one case of polio had been
reported in India this year, as of March.

“India is approaching zero cases,” said Gates. “None
of this would have been remotely achievable had it not
been for Rotary. We would not be where we are
without you. Nor can we get to where we’re going
without you.”

Gates said that he and his wife, Melinda, have made
eradicating polio their foundation's top priority. With
the world on the threshold of eradication, the hard
work really begins, he said.

“Polio eradication
has been our
single biggest
investment in
recent years, as
far as innovation
and creativity.
The last 1
percent will be
the longest and
hardest 1
percent,” he said.
“It will require
more work and
m o r e
commitment than
ever before. Without the redoubled effort of everyone
in this room, and your fellow Rotarians around the
world, we will not succeed. Redoubling is crucial to
ending polio.”

The Gates Foundation has awarded two grants
totaling US$355 million to Rotary in support of its work
in eradicating the disease. Rotary has responded with
Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge . To date,
Rotarians have raised $173.2 million for the challenge.
Gates said he plans to work with Rotary leadership to
keep polio front and center in the public eye. “You
have helped so many people understand that we are
‘this close.’ I challenge you to make your voices
louder.”

Countries including Canada, the United Arab
Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United States
have all increased their investment in the eradication
effort. Gates attributed that success to the pressure
Rotarians have put on the leaders of those countries.
But he noted that with a funding gap of $400 million
next year for the Global PolioEradication Initiative  , it
is no time to let up.

“If we fail, the disease will not stay at its current low
level,” he said. “It will spread back into countries where
it’s been eliminated, and will kill and paralyze
hundreds of thousands of children who used to be
safe.”

Source: Rotary International web site


